E1CO 1600 TO 1858

I LEGAL HISTORY (1600-1858) — LLB SEM 2
PART 1 -
£} 1600 - Establishment of Company

e East India Company established by Royal Charter of
Queen Elizabeth I.

e Only trading powers.

e Could make internal rules (by-laws).

1726 — Charter of 1726

e Establishment of Mayor’s Courts in:

o Bombay
o Madras
o Calcutta

e Beginning of formal English judicial system in India.

1773 — Regulating Act

e Regulating Act

e Governor of Bengal became Governor-General of Bengal.

e Warren Hastings became first Governor-General.
e Supreme Court established at Calcutta (1774).

e Beginning of Parliamentary control over Company.

1784 - Pitt’s India Act
e Pitt's India Act
e Established Board of Control.

e Dual control system (Company + British Government).

1813 — Charter Act 1813

e Charter Act

e End of Company’s trade monopoly (except tea & China trade).
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e Opened India for Christian missionaries.

) 1833 - Charter Act 1833
e Charter Act
e Governor-General of Bengal became Governor-General of India.
e Lord William Bentinck became first Governor-General of India.
e Centralized legislative power.

e Law Commission established (led by Thomas Babington Macaulay).

E2 1853 - Charter Act 1853
e Charter Act
e Separate legislative and executive functions.

e Open competition system for Civil Services introduced.

[J 1857 — Revolt of 1857
e Indian Rebellion of 1857

e Major uprising against Company rule.

£ 1858 — Government of India Act
e Government of India Act
e End of East India Company rule.
e Power transferred to British Crown.

e Office of Secretary of State for India created.

CRGACD)

1600-1858 period marks the transformation of India from Company rule to Crown rule, and
development of centralized legislative and judicial system.

i Tafer &1 sfae™T (1600-1858) - LLB HATET 2
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PART 2 -
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The Royal Grant (1615-1623) — Legal History (LLB Sem 2)
¢ Background

The East India Company gradually expanded its powers in India through royal charters and imperial
permissions.

Between 1615 and 1623, important developments strengthened the Company’s legal and
administrative authority.

¢ [J Royal Grant of 1615

In 1615, Mughal Emperor
Jahangir granted trading privileges to the Company.

Important Points:
e English merchants were allowed to trade freely in Mughal territories.
e Permission to establish factories (trading centers).
e Certain customs duties were reduced.

e The Company gained legal recognition in India.

This was not a British law but a Mughal royal permission (Farman).

¢ [ Developments up to 1623
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During this period:
¢ The Company started exercising disciplinary control over its servants.
e It began administering limited justice within factories.
e English officials handled disputes among Englishmen.
However:
e Full judicial power was not yet established.

e Sovereign legislative power still remained with the Mughal Emperor.

¢ Legal Importance

v Beginning of Company’s political presence in India.
v Recognition by Mughal authority.
v Foundation for later judicial and legislative development.
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X Factory System and Judicial Administration (1615-1726)

¢ PART1-

E} Meaning of Factory System

The term “Factory” did not mean a manufacturing unit.
It meant a trading centre or settlement established by the
East India Company in India.

Each factory was managed by a Chief or President and a council.

E3 Beginning of Factory System (1615)

After receiving trading permission (Farman) from
Jahangir,
the Company established factories at:

e Surat
e Madras
e Bombay
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e Calcutta

E) Administration in Factories
Each factory had:
e A President or Chief
e A Council of senior members
e Company servants
They performed:
e Commercial functions
e Administrative functions

e Judicial functions (limited)

3 Judicial Administration (1615-1726)
Before 1726, there was no regular court system.
Judicial features:

Vv Company officials decided disputes among Englishmen.

v Minor civil and criminal matters were handled internally.

v Indian disputes were generally decided according to local customs.
v Serious criminal matters were referred to Mughal authorities.

= The Company had no sovereign judicial authority.

B} Defects of Factory Judicial System
e No clear separation of powers
e No trained judges
e Arbitrary decisions

e Conflict between English law and Indian customs

3 importance
This period laid the foundation for:
e The Charter of 1726

e Establishment of Mayor’s Courts
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e Beginning of formal British judicial system in India
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0 RS STTEAT (1615-1726)
1726 O UGl IS I THT AT YUTTell oTa T 2T |
&Y faRivare,

v 3135 & faare haelt 31 gersta |

v BIC Attt 3R BlISgRY A &1 fAIeRT 3TdRe &9 4 gIdT 27|
v HRART AT # T Afa-Rarsr g e 3

v T 3TORTET FATel 31T &t it ST A

hUatT o T TS =11k ATl =7gT AT

B av
. ATFAAT T JUFFOTAGT
STRAITAT sarareiei a1 318ra
HAATA foroTr
. 37T eTet 3N HRAT W F Tahdrd

Ik Petty Punishment and Petty Offence

¢ Meaning of Petty Offence
A petty offence means a minor or less serious crime.
These offences:
e Cause small harm
e Involve minor violations of law
e Usually carry light punishment
Examples:

e Minor theft
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e Public nuisance
e Small quarrels

e Traffic violations
e Simple hurt

In early Company period (Factory system 1615-1726), petty offences were often decided by officials
of the
East India Company within factory settlements.

¢ Meaning of Petty Punishment
A petty punishment is a minor penalty given for petty offences.
Examples of Petty Punishments:
e Small fine
e Warning
e Short-term imprisonment
e Suspension (in service matters)

Petty punishments are meant for minor misconduct and are not severe like life imprisonment or
death penalty.

¢ Legal Importance

Vv Helps in quick disposal of minor cases
v Reduces burden on higher courts

Vv Maintains discipline

Vv Promotes speedy justice
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