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Comparative Table of Natural Law School

(English + Hindi)
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Time Thinkers /
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Thinker Definition in English iy (%ffﬁ)

Socrates

Plato

Aristotle

Cicero

YT BT AT U1 b o orepfaes Hifae Fam g
Socrates believed that just as there are natural physical % ﬁé’rwmﬁﬁmﬁm ‘J-ﬁ%I ﬂ
laws, there is also a natural moral law. Man, through his " . % 3

TR AL F GRI DTS 3R RIS B! UgaH

inner insight, can recognize goodness or badness and . .3-[% Sy
thus discover absolute and eternal moral rules. SR %@T@ ! UMY T IR @
TSl PR FHAT L |

According to Plato, law is the civilization of decorum and @'cﬁa? SIIYR, fafer iR grd {ﬁﬂl&?ﬂ% B-ﬁ?a's’trl'l'f
the guiding way through which human beings develop %WWW 3ot WWWQ Sl
beyond their primitive animalistic stage. Humans often EIEK—IT%I WWWWWWW
fail to know the best way of social life, and even if they ﬂﬁmqﬁﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂ, ﬁﬂﬁ\_ﬂﬂ Q-ﬁﬁ, GIESINERR

do, personal interests restrain them. Law can be applied  fygfd & od &1 fafd &1 e gry @y fasar o
through instruction, but if ignored, sanctions are needed. W% qﬁgﬁ&naﬁqqa—s &WQW%I
Still, it is a moral duty to follow natural law. ery lﬁmﬁfﬁmwmﬁ%ﬁw%

According to Aristotle, man is a part of nature because he W* SR, AT UP d I W%WG’S"@%T
is God’s creature, and through his will he makes active B T 5 3R ST 30T ¥ g b BT iohd SUAN

use of reason. Law is a pure precept naturally directed W%I %@W%m% N WIfas Tu T
towards the welfare of human beings. He defined law as  HTHq el Bt 3R AERA &1 I Al &
“reason free from passions.” wq TgeT3i @Hﬁﬁﬁ Fell

Cicero believed that prudence governs the world, and law mﬁq ak W%WWWW P %
is in harmony with nature, being universal, unchangeable, ﬁﬁﬁuﬁ%@fwﬁ%l a‘s'ma‘uﬁﬁ@,

and eternal. Law commands duties and prohibits Sfad- @TQIT%H%I fafy st 1 ma?ﬁ
wrongful acts, and to go against natural law is itself a g ﬁ?@ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁ?ﬁ% UIpfae fafd &1

guilt. IeY PR W H 3Ry R

School of law

Medieval Period — Saint Augustine & Saint Thomas Aquinas

Saint Augustine

English:

According to Saint Augustine, law is rooted in divine command and derives its authority from God. He believed that natural
law is a part of divine law, and human law must always conform to the higher law of God. If a human law contradicts divine
law, it is not a true law.
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Saint Thomas Aquinas
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English:

Saint Thomas Aquinas systematized the theory of natural law. According to him, natural law is a part of divine law, and
human reason is capable of discovering it. He emphasized four kinds of law: (1) Eternal law (God'’s plan), (2) Divine law
(revealed in scriptures), (3) Natural law (discovered by human reason), and (4) Human law (made by rulers, valid only if in
harmony with natural law).
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Renaissance / Modern Period — Theories of Law _E"TW, m, ?'TF\‘I', PR,

Thinker  Definition in English gfeue (fEdt #)

Hobbes considered law as the command of the BTEH%? STV, fafey <mreres 1 &m%' ‘_’ﬁqﬂm
Thomas  sovereign, necessary to control the selfish and brutish & i SR R ugfl &1 Fafd A o forg
Hobbes nature of human beings. In the state of nature, life was W%I m 3aRT A offgq ”QW,
(1588- “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” Therefore, IEOEH giord, H 3R 3reypIferes” UT| Safere ant
1679) people made a social contract, giving power to the A gEG G@HWWWﬁ@UEﬁ 3R
sovereign, and law became the will of the sovereign. %@waﬁwaﬁnsﬂ

Josef Kohler represented the historical school of Plger UfagTies A= & Yadd 31 3
Kohler jurisprudence. He believed that law is the product of 3N, fafr T-a TPl 3R W &1 I @

(1849- human culture and civilization, and it develops gradually H%ﬂﬂgmﬁwﬁﬁ;wu Eﬂi%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ?ﬂ
1919) with the progress of society. %|

Rawls propounded the theory of “Justice as Fairness.” NGE ‘W%Wﬁﬁmm" WWW
John According to him, laws and institutions are just if they a7 7% 3R faf @TW&H'@W
Rawls are arranged to provide equal basic rights, and social and %méwﬁﬁﬁl Wmﬁ IR

(1921- economic inequalities are permitted only if they benefit & of - Fepye] 2
2002) the least advantaged members of society (difference B . i E Iaﬂ? o %\_ﬂaa
principle). TS & oY dferd ot o fgd H g (SfeR Rigian) |

Fuller emphasized the “inner morality of law.” He laid Wﬁﬁﬁlﬂ% “3{fcifeep Afciebd” TR et Eq |

:::el": down eight principles (clarity, consistency, prospectivity, I5iH 313 Rigid Iam (waer, m, it

(1902— generality, possibility of compliance, congruence EICK '\:I'Iﬁ:‘l-ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ, qre = 31 HHTdHT, g

1978) between rule and action, stability, and publicity) which 37 fepam &1 \THw=, fRRET, 3 U=R) St
make a legal system just and effective. 5 fafdre gurett ) <araETa ﬁqwm%

Comparative Table of Theories of Law
Thinker Definition in English gfeurar (Fd ﬁ)

Socrates believed that just as natural physical laws — gPId BT HHAT mﬁ?aﬁwﬁm Wﬁméﬁﬁ
exist, there is also a natural moral law. Man, through %, é@t‘sﬁwu@ﬁwﬁﬁwﬁm ﬁ%l H¥ 3Tt

S t. .
ocrates his inner insight, can distinguish good from bad and 313%@@ &@é-@éﬁwmﬁmﬁm
discover eternal moral rules. Tl ghdr gl
Law is the civilization of decorum, guiding humans REE] R mmaﬁqw Gﬁﬂﬂwaﬁ
Plato to rise above their primitive animalistic stage. . %
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Humans often fail to know the best social life, and
even if they do, self-interest restrains them. Law
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Thinker Definition in English

may require sanctions if ignored, but following
natural law is a moral duty.

Man is part of nature as a creature of God. Law is a
Aristotle pure precept, directed towards human welfare. He
defined law as “reason free from passions.”

Law is in harmony with nature, universal,
Cicero unchangeable, and eternal. It commands duties and
prohibits wrongs. To go against natural law is guilt.

Law derives its authority from God. Natural law is

Saint -
3 part of divine law, and human law must conform to
Augustine | . .
it. A law contrary to divine law is not a true law.
Saint Systematized natural law: (1) Eternal law (God’s
Thomas plan), (2) Divine law (revealed), (3) Natural law
. (reason), (4) Human law (valid only if aligned with
Aquinas
natural law).
Law is the command of the sovereign to control the
selfish, brutish human nature. In the state of nature,
Thomas . . . ”
Hobbes life was “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.
Hence, people made a social contract giving power
to the sovereign.
Josef Law is a product of human culture and civilization,
Kohler evolving gradually with society’s progress.
Propounded “Justice as Fairness.” Laws are just if
they ensure equal basic rights and allow inequalities
John Rawls ¥ q . g q
only when they benefit the least advantaged
(difference principle).
Emphasized “inner morality of law.” Laid down 8
Lon L. principles (clarity, consistency, prospectivity,
Fuller generality, possibility of compliance, congruence,

stability, publicity) necessary for a just legal system.
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