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Utilitarian Theory (BTI'I%CI?I'IH'IE ﬁl&'iﬁ)

In English:

The Utilitarian Theory is a moral and legal philosophy which says that an action is right if it produces
the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people. It focuses on the results or consequences
of actions rather than the motive behind them. The theory was mainly developed by Jeremy
Bentham and later refined by John Stuart Mill. According to this view, laws should be made in such a
way that they maximize overall welfare and minimize pain or suffering in society.
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Question:

Explain the Utilitarian Theory. (20 Marks)
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English Answer:

Introduction:

The Utilitarian Theory is one of the most influential theories in jurisprudence and ethics. It is based
on the principle that the rightness or wrongness of an act depends on its consequences. This theory
was mainly developed by Jeremy Bentham and later refined by John Stuart Mill. It is also known as
the “Greatest Happiness Principle.”

Meaning:

The term “Utilitarianism” is derived from the word utility, which means usefulness. According to this
theory, an action is morally and legally right if it tends to promote happiness, and wrong if it tends to
produce pain or unhappiness.

Bentham defined utility as “that property in any object, whereby it tends to produce benefit,
advantage, pleasure, good or happiness.”

Main Principles of Utilitarian Theory:

1. Greatest Happiness Principle:
Law should aim to provide the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people.



Utilitarian Theory 20 MARKS

2. Consequentialism:
The morality of an action is judged by its outcome or result, not by the intention behind it.

3. Pleasure and Pain Calculation:
Bentham introduced the concept of the Hedonic Calculus, which measures pleasure and pain
through factors like intensity, duration, certainty, and extent.

4. Social Welfare Objective:
The main goal of law is to promote public welfare and prevent harm.

Jeremy Bentham’s View:

Bentham’s utilitarianism is quantitative, meaning he believed happiness can be measured in terms of
guantity — more happiness equals more utility.

He advocated that all laws should aim to maximize pleasure and minimize pain. For him, “Nature has
placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters — pain and pleasure.”

John Stuart Mill’s View:

John Stuart Mill developed qualitative utilitarianism. He emphasized that the quality of happiness is
more important than the quantity.

According to him, intellectual and moral pleasures are superior to mere physical pleasures. Mill said,
“It is better to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied.”

Criticism:
1. Itignores individual rights in favor of the majority’s happiness.
2. Itis difficult to measure happiness and pain accurately.

3. Sometimes it may justify immoral acts if they result in general happiness.

Relevance in Modern Law:

Despite criticism, utilitarianism remains the foundation of many legal and social reforms. Modern
welfare laws, punishment theories, and economic policies often aim to maximize collective welfare
— a reflection of utilitarian thinking.

Conclusion:

The Utilitarian Theory connects law with social welfare. It teaches that the ultimate purpose of law is
not only justice but also happiness and welfare for all. In simple words, any law or action is justified if
it ensures “the greatest happiness of the greatest number.”
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AP SITIR - “Utility means that property in any object, whereby it tends to produce benefit,
advantage, pleasure, good or happiness.”
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