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Social Contract theory? Explain it.

Answer: hobbes, locke, Rousseau.

wmIfores Hfder @1 fAsia  Principle of Social Contract

UTehfddh ST — FIBR foreH — e — BT — FHI - of qUfel fdsal | 31 Wellelds SRISich qara | - fabwt
i grifaquf f aarar | - Soi o 39 & WASHAT faban - 3196 HRIAT bl Yoll — I 379 (B NfABR e -
IS A SHA Uit &, 37Ul URAR B JRa&T, eIl Silel AT bl i At - T& A i) b1 forTof gar
oI 3TTST & T & 98 W W T Dad &

THT

ATHH BT - YTehfddh Sfidel — 3TheT — T — G - Gt - el - | Tt o fcsept vab FRaam - et golt
Sit aifdepas foreger &ar ar

SiTel BIcb — BT W U Yrehfdes STasel # FadsTdl H+cdl @ SABR & - AIDBR dlell dbefierl @b HRaar
BT 1A JoTeh! JRai hIaTT AdT & | 5t HRAAT 1@ b3 UrdT AT 31 dees faar Sirar ar |

Sitel S THI - Yiehfddh STa%ll ¥ WEST & Bfdsel WA @b HIeT HIel WAST & Seard STE RT3 & 70 -
& W HATST BT STeH §3TT | BT o1 37sil 0T A 31Ual /o SNfABR JRIAT bl fET fora a& WaTsT & Wt bt
TS BIHD |

HaY - PR FRaa 3 ANeh U FAFHG A 43 g Ad & 1 BT 31Ual RO JNfABR BIsd & difds
HIBR GRAAT Bl BT ST IoTchl ST hI Heb |

AHAITSTeh Hider T fgid - HIYS dlegde eil, Teb Tstefitdcd 311 areifores fireid &, it U gardr 2 fb
3159 <l forATor @fthal < STuH! HASIA W g3 & | 39 FAsid B IR, ®NT veh Uldhfdd 37z A
folehesent, Teb aafterd 3 Jfad WHIST A 1ol B ST I # Teb WAl b3 B

fAsid o 7o STaaron

UTehfdeh STa3eN- U8 a& RAfd & oTd i3 WBR, blelel I foldd oTd & | 3H STl bl &6 o 3RIoTeh 3T
HTeTeh IaTdl, STafds @Teb of 339 srdaaan nfdqui 3K T4l o 30 Ulehfdds HATSTAT dIeT sdTe |

wHSar Wider:- 3 srawen # warnsll W forucet aiit Siidet @l d&d deiiel & AT, Sl of U & Aot
Tk WHSIIGT foban |

T b forATOT:- 31 WASNA B URUIR<FY, SV o 3TUel |6 JfUBR T W Ufts S ST a1 FbR
P! Ty 3 | I3 A, W o IJoa JRaT 3T a3l Uelel il bl dreT fabsan |

Principle of Social Contract

(ArTiTS e &1 Ricgia)

English Explanation:



Meaning:

The Social Contract Theory explains the origin of the State and Law. It says that, in ancient times,
people lived in a state of nature where there was no government, law, or authority. Everyone was
free, but this unlimited freedom led to fear, insecurity, and conflict.

To live peacefully and protect their life, liberty, and property, people entered into an agreement
(contract) among themselves — this agreement is called the Social Contract.

Through this contract, people surrendered some of their natural rights to a ruler or government in
exchange for protection and order.

Thus, the State was created by man’s consent, not by divine power.

Main Features of the Social Contract Theory:
1. Inthe beginning, people lived in a state of nature — without law or government.
2. Life was full of uncertainty, fear, and danger.
3. To overcome these problems, people made a social agreement among themselves.
4. They gave up some rights and powers to form a state or ruler.
5. The ruler’s duty was to protect the life and liberty of the people.

6. |If the ruler failed to protect them, people had the right to change him.

Main Thinkers:
1. Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)

Life in the state of nature was “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.”

People entered a contract to form a strong ruler (Leviathan) with absolute power.

The ruler was not a party to the contract, so people had no right to revolt.

e Hobbes supported absolute monarchy.
2. John Locke (1632-1704)
e State of nature was peaceful but insecure.
e People had natural rights — life, liberty, and property.
e The contract created a limited government to protect these rights.
e If government failed, people had the right to revolt.
3. Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)
e Human beings were originally good, free, and moral, but society corrupted them.
e People formed a contract to create a “General Will” — the collective will of all.

e Sovereignty lies with the people, not the ruler.



e Rousseau supported democracy and popular sovereignty.

Criticism:
1. The state of nature is imaginary, not historical.
2. No real contract ever existed.
3. It cannot explain how modern governments function.

4. Yet, it is valuable for introducing the idea of consent and democracy in law and politics.

Modern Relevance:

e The theory laid the foundation for modern democracy, constitutional government, and
individual rights.

e The concept of “Government of the people, by the people, for the people” is based on this
principle.

Conclusion:

The Social Contract Theory teaches that the state is not divine but created by the will of the people.
Its purpose is to secure safety, justice, and welfare for all.
It transformed political thought from “rule by force” to “rule by consent.”
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[ Common Exam Questions on Social Contract Theory
(A) Short Answer / 10 Marks Questions:

1. Define Social Contract Theory.

(AT Srga Rigid &t ufvurs o)

2. What is meant by the “State of Nature”?

(T =1 3 &1 a1y g?)

3. Explain Hobbes’ view on Social Contract.

(AT e TR gied BT TV 01 TSy |)

4. Differentiate between Hobbes and Locke’s theories.

Hobbes says old is bad, and locke says old is good.

(8Te 3R Wi & Rigial H 3far 9d1sT)

(B) Long Answer / 20 Marks Questions:

1. Explain the Social Contract Theory and discuss the views of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau.
(AT Srae Rigid &1 saReaT H1foTg duT 81ed, Al 3R T4 & faaR] IR ==t
BT

2. Discuss the importance of Social Contract Theory in the development of political and legal

thought.
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3. Compare the state of nature and civil society according to Social Contract theorists.

(AT SraY RIGIAeRI & SAR Whidd g=1 3R ARRS JHS B o Sifod )

4. Critically examine Rousseau’s concept of General Will.
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Principle of Social Contract

Primitive Stage



In the beginning, there was no government, law, or court. This stage is known as the state of nature.
Thinkers like Hobbes called it a selfish and violent state, while Locke described it as peaceful but
uncertain, and Rousseau called it a natural and moral condition.

People lived according to their understanding, followed their own instincts, and had certain rights. But
over time, disputes arose among them — individuals began to harm each other, and everyone
demanded protection for themselves, their family, and their life and property.

To ensure this protection, people formed small groups called clans or tribes. These gradually
developed into the state we know today.

Hobbes’ View

According to Thomas Hobbes, human life in the state of nature was solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and
short. To escape this miserable condition, people collectively entered into an agreement to form a
state and appointed a ruler with maximum power to maintain order.

Hence, the ruler’s main duty was to protect the people and maintain peace. Anyone who refused to
follow this agreement was removed or punished.

Locke’s View

John Locke accepted that people were free and equal in the state of nature, but since there was no
established authority, conflicts arose. Therefore, they entered into a social contract to protect their
natural rights — life, liberty, and property.

According to Locke, government exists to safeguard these rights, and if it fails to do so, the people
have the right to change or remove it.

Rousseau’s View

Jean-Jacques Rousseau believed that humans were originally good, moral, and free, but society’s
growth made them selfish and corrupt. Hence, people formed a social contract among themselves to
establish a collective general will.

This general will aimed to secure equality and freedom for all. Thus, Rousseau emphasized the birth of
society and collective rule by the people.

Conclusion

The government and the citizens are bound together by mutual understanding and consent. People
surrender certain rights so that the government can protect them and maintain order. Thus, the state
is based on the social contract between rulers and the ruled.

Principle of Social Contract — Explained

The Social Contract Theory is both a political and philosophical theory. It explains that the state is
created by an agreement among individuals.



According to this theory, human beings left the primitive natural condition and agreed to live together
in an organized and protected society.

Main Features of the Theory:

1. State of Nature:
A condition without government, laws, or rules.

Hobbes called it brutal and selfish, Locke called it peaceful but uncertain, and Rousseau called
it natural and moral.

2. Social Agreement:
People made an agreement to escape from problems and live a better life together.

3. Formation of State:
As a result of this agreement, people transferred some rights to a supreme authority (the
ruler or government), who in return promised protection and security.



