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         Natural Law School (प्राकृतिक तिति का तिद्यालय) 

Point / तिषय Explanation / व्याख्या 

Meaning (अर्थ) 

Natural Law means law derived from nature, reason, and morality, not merely from the authority of 

the State.प्राकृतिक तिति िह है जो प्रकृति, िकथ  और नैतिकिा से उत्पन्न होिी है, न तक केिल राज्य की आज्ञा 

से। 

Main Idea (मुख्य 

तिचार) 

There exists a higher moral or divine law above all human laws.एक उच्चिर दैिी या नैतिक कानून है 

जो सभी मानि कानूनोों से शे्रष्ठ है। 

Objective (उदे्दश्य) 
To establish justice, morality, and human welfare in society.समाज में न्याय, नैतिकिा और मानि कल्याण 

की स्थापना करना। 

1. Socrates 

(सॉके्रटीस) 
Law is moral and based on human reason.कानून नैतिकिा और िकक  पर आिाररि है। 

2. Plato (पे्लटो) 
Law is a means to achieve justice and ideal society.कानून न्याय और आदर्क समाज की प्राप्ति का माध्यम 

है। 

3. Aristotle (अरसू्त) 
Law is reason free from passion; man is a rational being.कानून िकक  है जो भािना से मुक्त है; मनुष्य 

िकक र्ील प्राणी है। 

4. Cicero (तससरो) 

 

ST. Augtine                  

 

“True law is right reason in agreement with nature.”“सच्चा कानून िह है जो प्रकृति के अनुरूप िकक सोंगि 

हो।” 

St. Augustine believed that law is given by God, and the Church and its priests (gurus) interpret and 

teach the divine law as revealed in the Holy Scriptures (the Bible). 

 

सेंट ऑगस्टीन का मानना था तक कानून ईश्वर द्वारा तदया गया है, और चचथ िर्ा उसके गुरु (पादरी) पतित्र ग्रोंथ 

(बाइबल) में ितणकि दैिी कानून की व्याख्या और तिक्षा देिे हैं। 

 

5. St. Thomas 

Aquinas (सेंट र्ॉमस 

एतिनास) 

Natural law is part of divine law; human law must follow it.प्राकृतिक कानून दैिी कानून का भाग है; मानि 

कानून को उसी का पालन करना चातहए। 

6. Grotius (ग्रोतियस) 
Natural law exists even without God; based on human reason.प्राकृतिक कानून ईश्वर के तबना भी अप्तित्व 

में है; यह मानि िकक  पर आिाररि है। 

7. Fuller / Ryle 

(फुलर / रायल) 

Law must be moral, fair, and ensure justice and equality.कानून नैतिक, न्यायपूणक और समानिा पर 

आिाररि होना चातहए। 

Principles (तसद्ाांि) 

- Law is based on morality and justice.- Law is universal and eternal.- Law is superior to human 

commands.- Law should promote human welfare. - कानून नैतिकिा और न्याय पर आिाररि है।- यह 

सािकभौतमक और र्ाश्वि है।- मानि आज्ञाओों से शे्रष्ठ है।- मानि कल्याण को बढािा देिा है। 

Criticism (आलोचना) 

- Too idealistic and abstract.- Morality differs from society to society.- No clear method to identify 

natural law.- Modern laws are made by legislature. - यह बहुि आदर्किादी और अमूिक है।- नैतिकिा हर 

समाज में अलग होिी है।- प्राकृतिक कानून की पहचान स्पष्ट नही ों।- आिुतनक कानून तििान से बनिे हैं। 

Modern Relevance 

(आिुतनक महत्व) 

- Basis of Human Rights and Constitutional Law.- Influences International Law and Justice Theories. 

- मानि अतिकार और सोंिैिातनक कानून का आिार।- अोंिरराष्टर ीय कानून और न्याय तसद्ाोंिोों पर प्रभाि। 
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Point / तिषय Explanation / व्याख्या 

Conclusion (तनष्कषथ) 

Law must follow morality and justice; otherwise, it loses legitimacy.कानून को नैतिकिा और न्याय का 

पालन करना चातहए, अन्यथा िह िैििा खो देिा है।“Law without morality is empty; morality without law 

is powerless.”“नैतिकिा के तिना कानून खोखला है, और कानून के तिना नैतिकिा असहाय है।” 

------------------------------------------------------------------ --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ldwy vkQ yk  

Ikzkphu dky 5oh ch lh ls 3 ch lh   

Lkqdjkr] IysVks] vjLrw  ] flljksa  5&3 ch lh- 

lqdjkr & izkd̀frd fof/k vPNh gS ] dkuwu rdZ laxr gksuk pkfg,A 

  lqdjkr dk ekuuk Fkk fd tSls çkd̀frd HkkSfrd fu;e gksrs gSa] oSls gh ,d çkd̀frd uSfrd fu;e 

Hkh gSA euq"; viuh vkarfjd varZǹf"V ds }kjk vPNkbZ vkSj cqjkbZ dks igpku ldrk gS vkSj bl çdkj 'kk'or ,oa ije 

uSfrd fu;eksa dh [kkst dj ldrk gSA 

IysVks &    

IysVks ds vuqlkj] fof/k f'k"Vkpkj dh lH;rk gS vkSj og ekxZ gS ftlds }kjk euq"; viuh vkfne i'kqor~ 

voLFkk ls vkxs c<+rk gSA euq"; ges'kk mfpr lkekftd thou dk loksZÙke rjhdk ugha tkurk] vkSj ;fn tku Hkh ys] rks 

LokFkZ mls fu;af=r dj ysrs gSaA fof/k dks funsZ'kksa }kjk ykxw fd;k tk ldrk gS] ijarq mis{kk gksus ij naM vko';d gks tkrk 

gSA fQj Hkh çkd̀frd fof/k dk ikyu djuk uSfrd drZO; gSA 

vjLrw  &   

vjLrw ds vuqlkj] euq"; izd̀fr dk vax gS D;ksafd og bZ'oj dh jpuk gS vkSj viuh bPNk ls og rdZ dk 

lfØ; mi;ksx djrk gSA fof/k ,d 'kq¼ mins'k gS] tks LokHkkfod :i ls ekuo dY;k.k dh vksj funsZf'kr gSA mUgksaus 

fof/k dks ÞHkkoukvksa ls eqä rdZ dgkA 

flljksa & dkuwu izkd̀frd fu;eksa dk leatL; gksuk pkfg,A 

 flljks dk ekuuk Fkk fd foosd lalkj ij 'kklu djrk gS vkSj fof/k izd̀fr ds iw.kZ lkeatL; esa gSA ;g 

lkoZHkkSfed] vifjorZuh; vkSj 'kk'or gSA fof/k drZO;ksa dk vkns'k nsrh gS vkSj cqjs dk;ksaZ dks fuf"kd;Z djrh gSA 

çkd̀frd fof/k dk mYya?ku djuk Lo;a esa vijk/k gSA 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

e/; dky  4 & 14 , Mh 

lar v‚xfLVu ] lar Fkkel ,fDoukl 4&14 , Mh- 

lar v‚xfLVu &fof/k bZ'oj dh bPNk gS 

 lar v‚xfLVu ds vuqlkj] fof/k dh tM+sa bZ'ojh; vkns'k esa fufgr gSa vkSj bldh lÙkk bZ'oj ls çkIr gksrh gSA 

mudk ekuuk Fkk fd çkd̀frd fof/k] nSoh; fof/k dk ,d Hkkx gS vkSj ekuo fufeZr fof/k dks lnSo bZ'oj dh mPprj 

fof/k ds vuq:i gksuk pkfg,A ;fn dksbZ ekuo fof/k nSoh; fof/k dk fojks/k djrh gS rks og okLrfod fof/k ugha gSA 

lar Fkkel ,fDoukl&  

 lar Fkkel ,fDoukl us çkd̀frd fof/k ds fl¼kar dks O;ofLFkr :i fn;kA muds vuqlkj] çkd̀frd fof/k 

nSoh; fof/k dk ,d Hkkx gS vkSj euq"; dh cqf¼ mls [kkstus esa l{ke gSA mUgksaus fof/k ds pkj çdkj crk,A 
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1]  'kk'or fof/k bZ'oj dh ;kstuk] 2] nSoh; fof/k /keZxzaFkksa esa çdV] 3] çkd̀frd fof/k euq"; dh cqf¼ ls Kkr] vkSj    

4]  ekuo fof/k 'kkldksa }kjk cukbZ xbZ] ijarq rHkh oS/k tc ;g çkd̀frd fof/k ds vuq:i gksA 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

iquZ tkxj.k dky 15&16 , Mh  

xzksfV;l 15&16- , Mh- 

iqutkZxj.k ij xzksfV;l dk çHkko 

xzksfV;l & izkd̀frd fof/k dks /keZ ls fHkUu fd;kA rFkk varjkVh, fof/k dh uho j[kh] rFkk lkekftd lafonk #ih 

lekt dh uhao j[khA 

 çkd̀frd fof/k dk /keZfujis{k vk/kkj %& xzksfV;l us çkd̀frd fof/k ds fl¼kar dks /kkfeZd vk/kkj ls gVkdj 

rdZ vkSj ekuo foosd ij LFkkfir fd;kA mUgksaus rdZ fn;k fd çkd̀frd dkuwu rc Hkh vfLrRo esa jgsxk] ;fn ge ;g 

eku ysa fd bZ'oj ekStwn ugha gSA bl fopkj us çkd̀frd fof/k ds fl¼kar dks /keZfujis{krk dh vksj eksM+us esa egRoiw.kZ 

Hkwfedk fuHkkbZA 

xzksfV;l ds fopkjksa us iqutkZxj.k dh ekuorkoknh lksp dks vkxs c<+k;k] ftlus ekuo rdZ] foosd vkSj O;fäokn ij 

tksj fn;k FkkA muds dke us varjkZ"Vªh; laca/kksa ds /kkfeZd vk/kkj dks de djds mUgsa dkuwuh vkSj rdZlaxr vk/kkj 

çnku fd;k] tks ml le; ;wjksi esa py jgh /kkfeZd mFky&iqFky ds fy, egRoiw.kZ FkkA bl rjg] mUgksaus u dsoy 

iqutkZxj.k dh ckSf¼d fojklr dks viuk;k] cfYd mls varjkZ"Vªh; dkuwu ds :i esa ,d ubZ fn'kk Hkh nhA 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

vk/kqfud dky izkjfEHkd   

gkCl ] yksds]  #lks ]17&18 , Mh 

gkCl & lkekftd lafonk ls lEizHkq 

 gkCl ds vuqlkj] fof/k 'kkld dk vkns'k gS] tks euq"; dh LokFkhZ vkSj Øwj çòfÙk dks fu;af=r djus ds fy, 

vko';d gSA çd̀frd voLFkk esa thou Þ,dkdh] fu/kZu] ?k`f.kr] Øwj vkSj vYidkfydß FkkA blfy, yksxksa us 

lkekftd vuqca/k djds lÙkk 'kkld dks lkSai nh vkSj fof/k 'kkld dh bPNk cu xbZA 

yksds & thou lora=k lEiRrh 

 çkd̀frd vf/kdkj %& ykd us rdZ fn;k fd euq"; tUe ls gh dqN çkd̀frd vf/kdkjksa ds lkFk iSnk gksrs gSa] 

ftuesa thou] Lora=rk vkSj laifÙk dk vf/kdkj 'kkfey gSA mudk ekuuk Fkk fd ljdkj dk eq[; mís'; bu 

vf/kdkjksa dh j{kk djuk gSA 

lhfer ljdkj vkSj lkekftd lafonk%& mUgksaus bl fl¼kar dk [kaMu fd;k fd jktkvksa dks 'kklu djus dk nSoh; 

vf/kdkj çkIr gSA blds ctk;] mUgksaus lkekftd lafonk dk fl)kar çLrqr fd;k] ftlds vuqlkj ljdkj dh 'kfä 

turk dh lgefr ls vkrh gSA ;fn dksbZ ljdkj bu vf/kdkjksa dh j{kk djus esa foQy jgrh gS] rks yksxksa dks mls cnyus 

dk vf/kdkj gSA 

#lks & lkeqfgd bPNk tu lRrk 

 lkekU; bPNk %& tujy foy] :lks us lkekU; bPNk dk ,d egRoiw.kZ fl¼kar fn;kA muds vuqlkj] ;g yksxksa 

dh og lkewfgd bPNk gS] tks lHkh ds lkekU; fgr ds fy, dke djrh gS] u fd fdlh ,d O;fä ;k lewg ds LokFkZ ds 

fy,A ljdkj dk dke blh lkekU; bPNk dks ykxw djuk gSA :lks dk ekuuk Fkk fd tks O;fä lkekU; bPNk dk ikyu 

ugha djrk] mls Lora= gksus ds fy, etcwj fd;k tk ldrk gSA 
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&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

vk/kqfud dky izkjfEHkd   

LVseyj ] dksgyj ] Qqyj ] jkYl - 19&20 , Mh 

LVseyj & ifjorZu'khy fo"k;oLrq okyk çkd̀frd dkuwu 

LVSeyj us rdZ fn;k fd dkuwu dh varfuZfgr Hkkouk ;kuh U;k; dh vo/kkj.kk rks lkoZHkkSfed gS] ysfdu bldh 

fo"k;oLrq lkekftd] ,sfrgkfld vkSj lkaLd̀frd ifjfLFkfr;ksa ds vuqlkj cnyrh jgrh gSA 

U;k;iw.kZ dkuwu og gS tks lekt esa yksxksa ds mís';ksa esa lkeatL; LFkkfir djrk gSA 

 lEeku dk fl¼kar ;g lqfuf'pr djrk gS fd fdlh dh bPNk nwljs dh euekuh bPNk ds v/khu u gksA 

lkeqnkf;d Hkkxhnkjh dk fl¼kar ;g lqfuf'pr djrk gS fd leqnk; ds lHkh lnL;ksa dks lkekftd fu.kZ; çfØ;k esa 

'kkfey fd;k tk,A 

&dksgyj & laLd`fr ds fodkl ls fof/k 

 dksgyj ,sfrgkfld fof/k'kkL= ds çoäk FksA muds vuqlkj] fof/k ekuo laLd̀fr vkSj lH;rk dh mit gS rFkk 

;g lekt dh çxfr ds lkFk /khjs&/khjs fodflr gksrh gSA 

Qqyj & fof/k dh vkUrfjd uSfrdrk 

 Qqyj us fof/k dh Þvkarfjd uSfrdrkß ij cy fn;kA mUgksaus vkB fl¼kar crk, 1] Li"Vrk] 2] laxfr] 3] 

Hkfo";xkeh çHkko] 4] lkoZHkkSfedrk] 5] ikyu dh laHkkouk] 6] fu;e vkSj fØ;k dk lkeatL;] 7] fLFkjrk] vkSj 8] 

çpkj tks fdlh fof/kd ç.kkyh dks U;k;laxr vkSj çHkkoh cukrs gSaA 

jkYl & U;k; dks lekurk ds #i esa] izkd̀frd fof/k dk vk/kqfud #i 

 jkYl us ÞU;k; ds :i esa fu"i{krkß dk fl¼kar çLrqr fd;kA muds vuqlkj] fof/k vkSj laLFkk,¡ rHkh 

U;k;laxr gSa tc os leku ekSfyd vf/kdkj çnku djsa] vkSj lkekftd&vkfFkZd vlekurk,¡ rHkh Lohdk;Z gSa tc os 

lekt ds lcls oafpr oxZ ds fgr esa gksa varj fl¼kar A 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& 

Natural Law School — Short Bilingual Table (with Time Periods) 

प्राकृतिक तिति का तिद्यालय — सांतक्षप्त तद्वभाषी िातलका (कालक्रम सतहि) 

Period / काल 
Thinker (English) — तिचारक 

(तहन्दी) 
Main Idea / मुख्य तिचार (Eng / तहांदी) 

Ancient Period (5th–3rd c. 

BC)प्राचीन काल 
Socrates — सॉके्रटीस 

Law is moral; discovered by reason. कानून नैतिक 

है; िकथ  द्वारा जाना जािा है। 

 Plato — पे्लटो 

Law is a means to achieve an ideal, just society. 

कानून आदिथ एिां न्यायपूर्थ समाज प्राप्त करने का 

सािन है। 

 Aristotle — अरसू्त 

Law = reason free from passion; teleology of 

law. कानून = भािना रतहि िकथ ; कानून का 

उदे्दश्यिादी स्वरूप। 
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Period / काल 
Thinker (English) — तिचारक 

(तहन्दी) 
Main Idea / मुख्य तिचार (Eng / तहांदी) 

 Cicero — तससरो 

“True law is right reason in agreement with 

nature.” “सच्चा कानून प्रकृति के अनुरूप िकथ सांगि 

है।” 

Medieval Period (4th–14th c. 

AD)मध्यकाल 
St. Augustine — सेंट ऑगस्टीन 

Law derives authority from Divine will; divine 

command. कानून दैिी कहें से पे्रररि; ईश्वरीय आज्ञा। 

 
St. Thomas Aquinas — सेंट 

र्ॉमस एतिनास 

Natural law = part of Divine law; human law 

valid only if it conforms. प्राकृतिक कानून दैिी 

कानून का भाग; मानि कानून िभी मान्य जि िह 

उससे मेल खाए। 

Renaissance / Early Modern 

(16th–17th c.)पुनजाथगरर् / 

प्रारम्भिक आिुतनक 

Hugo Grotius — ग्रोतियस 

Natural law grounded in human reason; 

independent of theology. प्राकृतिक कानून मानि 

िकथ  पर आिाररि; िमथ से स्विांत्र तिचार। 

Modern Period (17th–19th 

c.)आिुतनक काल 

(influence) — Hobbes, Locke, 

Rousseau (contextual)हॉब्स, 

लॉक, रूसो (प्रासांतगक प्रभाि) 

(Context) Social contract thinking shaped 

modern political ideas — background to law 

theories. सामातजक अनुिांि ने आिुतनक 

राजनीतिक-तितिक तिचारो ां का रूप तदया। 

19th–20th Century (Modern 

Development)आिुतनक तिकास 

काल 

Fuller / Ryle / Later Thinkers 

— फुलर / रायल / िाद के 

तिचारक 

Emphasized inner morality of law, fairness, and 

social justice; modern re-articulation of natural 

law ideals. कानून की आांिररक नैतिकिा, न्याय ि 

सामातजक समानिा पर जोर; प्राकृतिक तिति के 

आिुतनक रूप। 

 

Quick Revision Points — सांके्षप (One-liners) 

• Core idea / मूल भािना: Law is founded on reason, morality, and universal justice. 

कानून का आिार: िकथ , नैतिकिा और सािथभौतमक न्याय। 

• Hierarchy / शे्रष्ठिा: Natural/divine law > Human law. 

क्रम: प्राकृतिक/दैिी कानून > मानि-तनतमथि कानून। 

• Exam use: Mention period → name thinkers under that period → 1–2 line view each → conclude with 

modern relevance. 

परीक्षा उपयोग: काल कहा → तिचारक तलखें → प्रते्यक का सांके्षप तिचार दें → आिुतनक प्रासांतगकिा ििाकर समाप्त 

करें। 

 Schools of Law – Summary Table (कानून के प्रमुख तिद्यालय) 

S.No. 
Name of School 

(English) 
तिद्यालय का नाम 

(Hindi) 
Main Thinkers Main Idea / Principle (मुख्य तिचार) 

   
Natural Law 

School 

प्राकृतिक तिति का 

तिद्यालय 

Socrates, Plato, 

Aristotle, Cicero, St. 

Thomas Aquinas, 

Grotius 

Law is based on reason, morality, and justice; it 

comes from nature or God. (कानून प्रकृति या ईश्वर से 

उत्पन्न नैतिकिा और न्याय पर आिाररि है।) 
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S.No. 
Name of School 

(English) 
तिद्यालय का नाम 

(Hindi) 
Main Thinkers Main Idea / Principle (मुख्य तिचार) 

   
Analytical / 

Positivist School 

तिशे्लषर्ात्मक / 

सकारात्मक तिद्यालय 

Jeremy Bentham, John 

Austin, H. L. A. Hart 

Law is the command of the sovereign; it is what is 

laid down by the State, not what “ought to be.” 

(कानून िही है जो राज्य द्वारा बनाया गया है, न तक जो 

होना चातहए।) 

   Historical School 
ऐतिहातसक तिति 

तिद्यालय 
Savigny, Henry Maine 

Law is the product of people’s customs and 

traditions, not made by rulers. (कानून जनिा की 

परोंपराओों ि रीतियोों से उत्पन्न होिा है, र्ासक से नही ों।) 

   
Sociological 

School 

समाजिास्त्रीय तिति 

तिद्यालय 

Auguste Comte, Roscoe 

Pound, Duguit, Ehrlich 

Law should promote social welfare and adjust 

according to society’s needs. (कानून का उदे्दश्य 

समाज के कल्याण के अनुसार ढलना होना चातहए।) 

   Realist School 
यर्ार्थिादी तिति 

तिद्यालय 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, 

Karl Llewellyn, Jerome 

Frank 

Law is what judges actually do in courts, not what 

is written in books. (कानून िही है जो न्यायालयोों में 

व्यिहार में लागू होिा है।) 

   
Philosophical / 

Ethical School 

दािथतनक / नैतिक 

तिद्यालय 
Immanuel Kant, Hegel 

Law is based on justice, morality, and ethics to 

achieve human welfare. (कानून न्याय, नैतिकिा और 

मानि कल्याण पर आिाररि है।) 

   
Functional / 

Modern School 

कायाथत्मक / 

आिुतनक तिद्यालय 

Talcott Parsons, Fuller, 

Ryle 

Law functions as a tool for social balance and 

justice. (कानून समाज में सोंिुलन और न्याय बनाए रखने 

का माध्यम है।) 

------------------------------------------------------------  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ancient Period (5th Century BC – 3rd Century BC) 

Thinkers: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Cicero 

 

Socrates (469–399 BC) 

Socrates believed that Natural Law is good and that laws should be based on reason. 

He said that just as there are natural physical laws governing the universe, there are also moral laws 

guiding human conduct. 

According to him, a human being can distinguish between right and wrong through his rational 

thinking. 

Thus, by understanding reason, man can discover moral and ideal laws that reflect universal goodness. 

 

Plato (427–347 BC) 

According to Plato, law is a means of social control, and it is the path through which man rises from 

his primitive condition to a civilized one. 

Man does not always act in accordance with social order; therefore, laws are necessary to control 

human behavior. 

Even if laws are imposed by authority and punishment follows disobedience, obedience to natural law 

remains a moral duty. 



 Natural Law School and school of law. 

7 
 

Plato’s view was that although humans may not always pursue a perfect social life, law should guide 

them toward it. 

 

Aristotle (384–322 BC) 

Aristotle believed that man is a part of nature because he is the creation of God. 

Through his free will, man uses his reasoning power to perform moral actions. 

Law, according to Aristotle, is a rational principle that directs human behavior toward justice. 

He said law is “a reason unaffected by desire.” 

Disobedience to natural law, therefore, is a crime against reason and nature itself. 

 

Cicero (106–43 BC) 

Cicero believed that law must be in harmony with natural law. 

According to him, “True law is right reason in agreement with nature.” 

He maintained that law is universal, eternal, and moral. 

It commands what is right, forbids what is wrong, and guides human life toward justice. 

Violation of natural law, he said, is itself a sin. 

 

Medieval Period (4th – 14th Century AD) 

Thinkers: St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

St. Augustine (354–430 AD) 

According to St. Augustine, law is the will of God. 

He believed that all legal rules are contained in divine commands and derive their authority from God. 

He stated that natural law is a part of divine law and that man-made laws must always conform to the 

higher, divine law. 

If any human law conflicts with divine law, it cannot be regarded as true law. 

 

St. Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274 AD) 

Aquinas systematized the natural law theory. 

He believed that natural law is part of divine law and that human reason can understand it. 

He divided laws into four categories: 

1. Eternal Law – the plan of God, governing the universe. 

2. Divine Law – revealed through scriptures (religious laws). 

3. Natural Law – known by reason; guiding moral conduct. 

4. Human Law – made by rulers; valid only if it agrees with natural law. 

Thus, according to Aquinas, man, by his rational nature, can understand divine intentions and frame 

laws accordingly. 
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Renaissance Period (15th – 16th Century AD) 

Thinker: Hugo Grotius (1583–1645) 

 

Grotius and His Influence 

Grotius separated natural law from religion and laid the foundation for modern secular law. 

He maintained that natural law is based not on God’s will but on human reason and social utility. 

He said: “Even if there were no God, natural law would still exist.” 

Thus, Grotius shifted the focus from theology to human reasoning and social welfare. 

His ideas gave rise to modern international law and greatly influenced later legal thinkers. 

Grotius emphasized that natural law is immutable, universal, and binding on all nations and 

individuals. 

 

Modern Period (17th – 18th Century AD) 

Thinkers: Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Bentham 

 

Thomas Hobbes (1588–1679) 

Hobbes connected his philosophy to the Social Contract Theory. 

He believed law is the command of the sovereign — a necessary authority to control man’s selfish and 

violent tendencies. 

In the natural state, life was “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” 

Hence, people entered into a social contract, surrendering their freedom to a ruler who maintained 

peace and order. 

Thus, law became the will of the sovereign. 

 

John Locke (1632–1704) 

Locke’s philosophy emphasized natural rights. 

He said every human being is born with certain natural rights — life, liberty, and property. 

The government’s primary duty is to protect these rights. 

If it fails to do so, the people have the right to remove it. 

Locke favored limited government based on consent and rule of law. 

 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–1778) 

Rousseau believed that people were originally free, equal, and good, but society made them corrupt. 

To restore freedom and equality, people formed a social contract based on the General Will — the 

collective will of all citizens. 

Sovereignty lies not in the ruler but in the people. 

Rousseau thus laid the foundation for democracy and popular sovereignty. 
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Jeremy Bentham (1748–1832) 

Bentham introduced the Principle of Utility — “the greatest happiness of the greatest number.” 

According to him, the purpose of law is to promote the welfare and happiness of the people. 

He rejected the idea of natural rights and emphasized positive law — law made by the legislature. 

Bentham is regarded as the founder of Legal Positivism and Utilitarianism. 

 

Modern Era (19th – 20th Century AD) 

Thinkers: Stammler, Kohler, Fuller, and Ryle 

 

Rudolf Stammler (1856–1938) 

Stammler believed law is not fixed but constantly evolving according to social, moral, and cultural 

conditions. 

He distinguished between the form and content of law — form remains universal, but content 

changes with society. 

For him, true law must harmonize individual aims with social welfare. 

His idea of “justice as social harmony” bridged the gap between natural law and sociology. 

 

Kohler (1849–1919) 

Kohler emphasized that law develops with civilization and culture. 

He regarded law as a social product, which gradually evolves with human progress. 

His ideas inspired the cultural theory of law, showing that legal systems change as societies evolve. 

 

Lon L. Fuller (1902–1978) 

Fuller introduced the concept of the “Inner Morality of Law.” 

He proposed eight principles that make law just and effective: 

1. Clarity 

2. Consistency 

3. Prospective operation (not retroactive) 

4. Universality 

5. Possibility of compliance 

6. Harmony between rule and procedure 

7. Stability 

8. Publicity 

Fuller argued that without these moral principles, no law can be truly valid or just. 
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Ryle (Modern Natural Law) 

Ryle redefined natural law in a modern, rational, and humanistic sense. 

He believed that justice exists only when social and economic equality are ensured. 

He combined natural law with principles of social justice, fairness, and equality. 

 

   Summary: 

From Socrates to Ryle, natural law evolved from divine will to human reason and social welfare. 

It moved from religious morality (Aquinas) to rational secularism (Grotius), and finally to social justice 

and equality (Ryle). 

This evolution laid the foundation of modern jurisprudence, democracy, and human rights. 

 

 


