Natural Law School and school of law.
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Explanation / AT

Natural Law means law derived from nature, reason, and morality, not merely from the authority of

the State. MTgTad fafY a8 g o upfa, adh 3R AT ¥ I gl 8, 1 {5 Haa Isa &1 3
il

There exists a higher moral or divine law above all human Iaws.Wﬁﬂ?aﬁmWW%
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To establish justice, morality, and human welfare in society.wffm, AT 3R AT BT
P RITTAT HRAT

Law is moral and based on human reason.wmeﬁ?ﬁm SRA g |

Law is a means to achieve justice and ideal society. ST =g R SMTe= THTS 1 TGy BT A1

gl

Law is reason free from passion; man is a rational being.Wﬁ%\_rﬁ Wﬁ'ﬂaﬂ% q¥
GERUSECILIE]

“True law is right reason in agreement with nature.””ﬁWH’G’%@W% WWH
aln

St. Augustine believed that law is given by God, and the Church and its priests (gurus) interpret and
teach the divine law as revealed in the Holy Scriptures (the Bible).
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Natural law is part of divine law; human law must follow |t§|'@ﬁ$$l7fféﬁ}f$l7ff$[ YN g; AMa
HIA B I B AT HAT AR |

Natural law exists even without God; based on human reason.mwg’ﬁ%m 1t sffrea
H g, 98 U b R MeRA 3|

Law must be moral, fair, and ensure justice and equality. T W, W@?WW
TR BT AR

- Law is based on morality and justice.- Law is universal and eternal.- Law is superior to human
commands.- Law should promote human welfare. -Wﬁﬁm@?m“ YR §1- T8
IR IR TMYd B 1- AT SRS J A 8 |- AT HedIul b sgrar ar g |

- Too idealistic and abstract.- Morality differs from society to society.- No clear method to identify

natural law.- Modern laws are made by legislature. - g8 dgd feRfardt sk \Wff%l—ﬁﬁiﬁﬂ%?
TS H ST B B |- U faes T o1 Ugd WY &1 |- MY B fau™ F s 81

- Basis of Human Rights and Constitutional Law.- Influences International Law and Justice Theories.
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Law must follow morality and justice; otherwise, it loses Iegitimacy.ﬂ?‘lﬂ?faﬁaﬁw 3R A BT
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Natural Law School — Short Bilingual Table (with Time Periods)

wrepfoe faftr o1 faemaa — wiféra fgumdt aferer @respa wfe

Period / Tel %r (English) — Main Idea / Y& far (Eng / f&<h
Ancient Period (5th-3rd c. o Law is moral; discovered by reason. @I Afow
BO)WTEH STl Socrates &, q RIS ST 21
Law is a means to achieve an ideal, just society.
Plato — Wel P 3MeRf Ue =araquf JHTS YT HIA BT
BICE R
Law = reason free from passion; teleology of
Aristotle — 3% law. BT = HIGAT fga aF; PIA BT
IERIATE WEY|
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Period / PTdl (Tf%'a.b"'fer (English) —TRIR® )L jea s 1 f4R (Eng / &
"True law is right reason in agreement with
Cicero — fRra_Y nature.” "Ie BT UHTA & ST aHITd
gl
Medieval Period (4th-14th c. . .o Law derives authority from Divine will; divine
t. Al tine — MR :
AD)HHPT St. Augustine — %€ command. BT 381 B¢ & IR, Sy s
Natural law = part of Divine law; human law
St. Thomas Aquinas — de  valid only if it conforms. Iﬂ@'ﬁﬁ? DA @t
YT9H Ui BT DT YR, A ST aft 7919 19 98
I9d A @|
Renaissance / Early Modern Natural law grounded in human reason;
(16th-17th ¢ )gTSITRT / Hugo Grotius — W™ independent of theology. WTHTd® BT HIFG
URBS nyfs ad R 3menia: o ¥ T faar|

(Context) Social contract thinking shaped

infl —H , Locke, e
(influence) obbes, Locke modern political ideas — background to law

Modern Period (17th-19th

c)3nyfre sra ;%S S:;;;r(w"t.eﬁxwagm' theoties. TTHTN® SaY 7 MyfrP
' D - fafre R o1 =y R
Emphasized inner morality of law, fairness, and
19th-20th Century (Modern Fuller / Ryle / Later Thinkers  social justice; modern re-articulation of natural
Development) Y& fApRT — PeR /3@ /g & law ideals. BT B AR Afawpar, A g
T foar® IS AT R R, Wipias afy &

Myf® =

Quick Revision Points — T&q (One-liners)

e Core idea / Jd HIGHT: Law is founded on reason, morality, and universal justice.

P BT YR aP, Afdwar 3R wrd+ifires =g

e  Hierarchy / IFT: Natural/divine law > Human law.
PH: UTpfa®/Sdt ST > Ara-fAfifa s

e  Exam use: Mention period - name thinkers under that period - 1-2 line view each - conclude with
modern relevance.

T&T STANT: BT H8T - f[aR® I - Td® &1 949 fdaR € > snyfe URifredr sare aara
Cadl

Schools of Law — Summary Table (PT & g9 faermer)

Name of School fIeITed ST . . . .
S.No. (English) (Hindi) Main Thinkers Main Idea / Principle (ﬂ'@ﬁ?«lﬂ)

Socrates, Plato, Law is based on reason, morality, and justice; it

1] 2‘::::’7' taw Wﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁlﬁ _?;E:::'ACIS;?S' St comes from nature or God. (WW@WE‘%T@
faeTer PSS S A ok = W e 1)

Grotius



Natural Law School and school of law.

Name of School  fa=ITerd &1
.No. Main Think i inci
S.No (English) (Hindi) ain Thinkers Main Idea / Principle (ﬂ@ﬁ?ﬂ?)

Law is the command of the sovereign; it is what is

2 Analytical / fazqwoners / Jeremy Bentham, John laid down by the State, not what “ought to be.”
Positivist School JRTEHP FATITAY Austin, H. L. A. Hart (T Gl g off o0 GRT ST T 8, 7 o S
SEICIHY)
SFreTRE R Law is the product of people’s customs and
E) Historical School Savigny, Henry Maine  traditions, not made by rulers. (Wwaﬁ
farererd TRt g S & I B 8, W A &)
Sociological SRt A c R Law should promote social welfare and adjust
4] oclofogica uguste Om,te’ o§coe according to society’s needs. (PTd PT 3%311
School faemag Pound, Duguit, Ehrlich
TS & HedTUl & STHR G g1 digl )
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Law is what judges actually do in courts, not what
gyrardt fafy ' "
B Realist School Karl Llewellyn, Jerome is written in books. (Waﬁ%GﬁWﬁ
faraera Frank FagR A AN g g l)
Law is based on justice, morality, and ethics to
Philosophical / m/ﬁﬁﬁ . Iypar ik
6 ] Ethical School Immanuel Kant, Hegel  achieve human welfare. (T M,
farermer A BT R YR B 1)
Law functions as a tool for social balance and
Functional / Wm/ Talcott Parsons, Fuller, . .
TR ustice. (T TS B T SR =R §41C @A
Modern School Gn"gﬁﬁﬁinﬂ'q Ryle ;;;%%I)

Ancient Period (5th Century BC — 3rd Century BC)

Thinkers: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Cicero

Socrates (469-399 BC)

Socrates believed that Natural Law is good and that laws should be based on reason.

He said that just as there are natural physical laws governing the universe, there are also moral laws
guiding human conduct.

According to him, a human being can distinguish between right and wrong through his rational
thinking.

Thus, by understanding reason, man can discover moral and ideal laws that reflect universal goodness.

Plato (427-347 BC)

According to Plato, law is a means of social control, and it is the path through which man rises from
his primitive condition to a civilized one.

Man does not always act in accordance with social order; therefore, laws are necessary to control
human behavior.

Even if laws are imposed by authority and punishment follows disobedience, obedience to natural law
remains a moral duty.
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Plato’s view was that although humans may not always pursue a perfect social life, law should guide
them toward it.

Aristotle (384—-322 BC)

Aristotle believed that man is a part of nature because he is the creation of God.

Through his free will, man uses his reasoning power to perform moral actions.

Law, according to Aristotle, is a rational principle that directs human behavior toward justice.
He said law is “a reason unaffected by desire.”

Disobedience to natural law, therefore, is a crime against reason and nature itself.

Cicero (106—43 BC)

Cicero believed that law must be in harmony with natural law.

According to him, “True law is right reason in agreement with nature.”

He maintained that law is universal, eternal, and moral.

It commands what is right, forbids what is wrong, and guides human life toward justice.
Violation of natural law, he said, is itself a sin.

Medieval Period (4th — 14th Century AD)

Thinkers: St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas

St. Augustine (354—430 AD)

According to St. Augustine, law is the will of God.

He believed that all legal rules are contained in divine commands and derive their authority from God.
He stated that natural law is a part of divine law and that man-made laws must always conform to the
higher, divine law.

If any human law conflicts with divine law, it cannot be regarded as true law.

St. Thomas Aquinas (12251274 AD)

Aquinas systematized the natural law theory.
He believed that natural law is part of divine law and that human reason can understand it.
He divided laws into four categories:

1. Eternal Law — the plan of God, governing the universe.

2. Divine Law — revealed through scriptures (religious laws).

3. Natural Law — known by reason; guiding moral conduct.

4. Human Law — made by rulers; valid only if it agrees with natural law.

Thus, according to Aquinas, man, by his rational nature, can understand divine intentions and frame
laws accordingly.
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Renaissance Period (15th — 16th Century AD)

Thinker: Hugo Grotius (1583—-1645)

Grotius and His Influence

Grotius separated natural law from religion and laid the foundation for modern secular law.

He maintained that natural law is based not on God’s will but on human reason and social utility.
He said: “Even if there were no God, natural law would still exist.”

Thus, Grotius shifted the focus from theology to human reasoning and social welfare.

His ideas gave rise to modern international law and greatly influenced later legal thinkers.

Grotius emphasized that natural law is immutable, universal, and binding on all nations and
individuals.

Modern Period (17th — 18th Century AD)

Thinkers: Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Bentham

Thomas Hobbes (1588—1679)

Hobbes connected his philosophy to the Social Contract Theory.

He believed law is the command of the sovereign — a necessary authority to control man’s selfish and
violent tendencies.

In the natural state, life was “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.”

Hence, people entered into a social contract, surrendering their freedom to a ruler who maintained
peace and order.

Thus, law became the will of the sovereign.

John Locke (1632—1704)

Locke’s philosophy emphasized natural rights.

He said every human being is born with certain natural rights — life, liberty, and property.
The government’s primary duty is to protect these rights.

If it fails to do so, the people have the right to remove it.

Locke favored limited government based on consent and rule of law.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)

Rousseau believed that people were originally free, equal, and good, but society made them corrupt.
To restore freedom and equality, people formed a social contract based on the General Will — the
collective will of all citizens.

Sovereignty lies not in the ruler but in the people.

Rousseau thus laid the foundation for democracy and popular sovereignty.
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Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)

Bentham introduced the Principle of Utility — “the greatest happiness of the greatest number.”
According to him, the purpose of law is to promote the welfare and happiness of the people.

He rejected the idea of natural rights and emphasized positive law — law made by the legislature.
Bentham is regarded as the founder of Legal Positivism and Utilitarianism.

Modern Era (19th — 20th Century AD)

Thinkers: Stammler, Kohler, Fuller, and Ryle

Rudolf Stammler (1856-1938)

Stammler believed law is not fixed but constantly evolving according to social, moral, and cultural
conditions.

He distinguished between the form and content of law — form remains universal, but content
changes with society.

For him, true law must harmonize individual aims with social welfare.

His idea of “justice as social harmony” bridged the gap between natural law and sociology.

Kohler (1849-1919)

Kohler emphasized that law develops with civilization and culture.
He regarded law as a social product, which gradually evolves with human progress.
His ideas inspired the cultural theory of law, showing that legal systems change as societies evolve.

Lon L. Fuller (1902-1978)

Fuller introduced the concept of the “Inner Morality of Law.”
He proposed eight principles that make law just and effective:

1. Clarity

2. Consistency

3. Prospective operation (not retroactive)
4. Universality

5. Possibility of compliance

6. Harmony between rule and procedure
7. Stability

8. Publicity
Fuller argued that without these moral principles, no law can be truly valid or just.
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Ryle (Modern Natural Law)

Ryle redefined natural law in a modern, rational, and humanistic sense.
He believed that justice exists only when social and economic equality are ensured.
He combined natural law with principles of social justice, fairness, and equality.

Summary:
From Socrates to Ryle, natural law evolved from divine will to human reason and social welfare.
It moved from religious morality (Aquinas) to rational secularism (Grotius), and finally to social justice
and equality (Ryle).
This evolution laid the foundation of modern jurisprudence, democracy, and human rights.
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